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Central Coast Football - Board of Directors 

  

Chairman Mr. Bernard Carbone 

Director Mr. Kevin Lee 

Director Mr. Ian Cervo (outgoing) 

Director Mr. Matthew Heighway 

Director Mr. Stephen Peachey 

Director Mr. Brett Wright 

Director Mr. Phil Archer 

 

Central Coast Football - Staff 

  

CEO Mr. Darren Sprod 

Office Manager Mrs. Stacey Ey 

Competitions Manager Mr. Alex Burgin 

Competitions Administrator/MPIO Mrs. Stacey Campbell 

Pluim Park Grounds Manager Mr. Matt Page 

Pluim Park Groundsman Mr. Adam Blunden 

Match Day Operations / Yardman Mr. Joshua Lloyd 

Referees Technical Coach Mr. Richard Lorenc 

Referees Administrator Mrs. Carolyn Boddan (outgoing) 

Football Coordinator Mr. Anthony Scarcella (outgoing) 

Pluim Park Groundsman Mr. Lachlan Burgin (outgoing) 
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Member Clubs 24 

Number of Grades 120 

Number of Teams 1,223 

Playing Participation Numbers 13,942 

Coaching Participation Numbers 759 

Referee Participation Numbers 199 

Goals Scored 27,129 

Yellow Cards 4,509 

Red Cards 491 

 

The 2017 season saw the introduction of the 24th member Club on the Central Coast with the 

inclusion of International Football Schools. 

With this season holding on to the highest participation numbers on the coast with a total of 13,942 

registered players. Terrigal United Football Club has the most registered players with 1,296 and East 

Gosford Football Club close behind with 1,027. 

Central Coast Football would like to take this opportunity to thank every Player, official, coach, 

manger, volunteer, parent and supporter for their continued support and passion towards Football 

on the coast.   
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And yet another season of football has passed. The 2017 season did so with surprisingly few 

interruptions from weather. Though many may recall that I predicted otherwise! 

 

I start by thanking my fellow Board members for all their efforts over the year. Additionally, I extend 

many thanks to our CEO, Darren Sprod, and our dedicated staff for delivering yet another great 

season of competition for all participants on the Central Coast. 

 

There are as always, many highlights during the year but I think the junior (male and female) Grand 

Finals held at the stadium, where they showcase our future, are always special. 

Also of note for 2017 was the successful introduction of a 24th club, the International Football 

School. 

The Board continues to invest in Pluim Park and the committed staffs see that it is presented 

impeccably such that it is the envy of many a visitor. However, the Board continues to seek a 

balanced use of this facility so will in 2018 continue with pre-season access to the park. Further the 

Board has entered into landmark agreements around the fields at Budgewoi that will provide more 

pre-season access to fields. 

Special thanks I extend to our partners Battlewin, Sea FM and Soccer5s. 

To conclude, as always, most thanks to all member clubs, players, coaches, referees, volunteers and 

supporters that have contributed or participated this year in this great game we call football. 

See you at the fields in 2018. 

Bernard Carbone, Chairman 
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2017 saw another year of continuing growth for CCF.  Our registration numbers continued to grow 

and this year 13,972 people registered to play Football on the Central Coast. 

While the game continues to grow CCF has identified 3 key areas of focus to ensure we can continue 

to deliver a well run and managed football competition and football experience to our registered 

players, coaches and spectators.  

The first area is facilities.  As the game grows so does the need for quality facilities and to make 

better use of the current facilities, this is an area we have identified as one of the key areas to allow 

the games growth to continue.  In 2017 CCF signed a licence agreement to utilise the fields at 

Budgewoi.  This is the first step in a number of strategies CCF has to ensure greater access to fields.  

In 2018 CCF will also look to change the way draws are put together and look to use clusters 

wherever possible, this will assist in the usage of fields and also assist in the two other key areas we 

have identified being Referees and Volunteers. 

As the game grows the need for more referees continues.  Unfortunately, over the last couple of 

years the number of referees has declined.  CCF has implemented a plan to try and address this and 

are hopeful that over the coming few years the referee numbers will increase.   

The third key area is volunteers.  CCF is focusing on ways to reduce the workload on volunteers that 

are the lifeline of our sport.   

Working on these 3 key areas will ensure the game continues to prosper into the future.   

In 2017 we continued to work with our partners at Soccer5s and have launched a new State League 

Football club called “Central Coast United”.  The reason for the club is to fill a void for Central Coast 

locals that want to play at a higher level.   The current CCMA program must work on the model 

driven by the FFA for all A-League academies which means they are unable to have players over the 

age of 20 in the first team.  The CCMA program is obviously and quite rightly focused on finding the 

next big thing for the Central Coast Mariners A-league side, however this model meant that once 

players hit 20 years of age there was nowhere on the Central Coast for them to play at a state league 

based level.  The Central Coast United club will attempt to fill that void.  
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As 2017 comes to an end I would like to thank the staff and directors of CCF for their continued 

support in running Football on the Coast.  This year will see a change in the Board with long serving 

directors Ian Cervo and Bernie Carbone standing down as directors.  I wanted to put on record my 

personal thanks to both of these guys in providing support and guidance to CCF and to myself for a 

number of years.   

Lastly and most importantly I want to thank the volunteers in all our clubs, the players, referees and 

people in the football family on the Central Coast that make the game happen week in week out.  

Without you there is no game.  

I look forward to seeing you all in the 2018 football season. 

Darren Sprod, Chief Executive Officer 
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To celebrate 30 years of Pluim Park, Central Coast Football held a North v South match consisting of 

the top 32 Players from the Battlewin Premier League. The match was held on Monday 12th June, 

2017 and saw victory for the South with a 2-0 win against North in a great display of Football, which 

showcased the talent we have here on the Central Coast.  

NORTH SOUTH 

1 Steven Grimmitt Berkeley 1 Tom Jenkin Kincumber 

2 Andrew Klijn Killarney 2 Sean Draper Southern 

3 Matt Page The Entrance 3 James Caban Southern 

4 Liam Taylor Berkeley 4 Lachlan Wilkinson Terrigal 

5 Alex Burrell Berkeley 5 Shane Knight Avoca 

6 Darren Cooper Berkeley 6 Stuart Adams Avoca 

7 Josh Swadling The Entrance 7 Connor Wilkinson Terrigal 

8 Zac Anastas The Entrance 8 Daniel Tuddenham Terrigal 

9 Patrick Dalton Berkeley 9 Robbie Walton East Gosford 

10 Adam Blunden The Entrance 10 Adam Woodbine Gosford 

11 John Whelpdale Killarney 11 Jared McNee Gosford 

12 Jai Kelly Toukley 12 Geordie Howe Gosford 

13 Jake Purches Toukley 13 Beyhan Irmako East Gosford 

14 Samuel Kirk Killarney 14 Max Vegter Terrigal 

15 Daniel Rodger Killarney 15 Mitchell Marlin East Gosford 

16 Cameron Pryse-Jones Killarney 16 Matt Mitchell Southern 

C Chris Ackerley Killarney C Dale Eggleton Southern 

M Bill Birrell Killarney AC Ash Grant Terrigal 

   AC Ian McAndrew Gosford 

Match Officials 

Referee Jason Blackwood 

Assistant Referee 1 Chris Hughes 

Assistant Referee 2 Kai Bates 

Nick Montgomery selected the best combined team creating a CCF All Stars from this game to face 

off against the Central Coast Mariners in a preseason friendly match held at Pluim Park on 5th July.  
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KILLARNEY DISTRICT 

The Terriers went into the season as firm favourites after taking out the  

Cup/league/premiership treble in 2016 and with Chris Ackerley again at the  

helm of a strong and settled squad. They missed out on defending their  

treble when the pre-season Central Coast Cup was abandoned due to poor  

weather. They hit the ground running in the competition with a win over  

Gosford City in the traditional opening round grand final rematch followed 

 by four straight wins. A 2-0 loss to Berkeley Vale was the team’s first in a  

90-minute match since the 2015 minor semi-final and it triggered a mini-slump  

that saw them beaten in an upset by Southern-Ettalong in Round 8. That was to  

be their last defeat for the season, and although they drew four of their final 10 regular season 

matches they wrapped up their third league championship with two rounds to spare. A crushing 7-1 

win over Gosford in the major semi saw them go into the grand final at Winx odds and with a similar 

result as they cruised to a comfortable 4-0 win. Capping a memorable day and season by becoming 

just the second club ever to win premierships in all three grades in the same season. 

 

GOSFORD CITY 

Despite losing a number of key players the Dragons were again strong contenders and led the 

competition for two rounds midway through the season. Four losses in their next five matches 

effectively ended their league championship hopes and even saw them a chance of missing the finals 

series. A late rally saw them squeeze into the crucial second place and, despite their thrashing in the 

major semi, they won through to their third straight grand final with a penalty shootout win over 

The Entrance in the preliminary final. Coming off that tough 120-minute match and with some key 

players missing they were able to hold Killarney to a 1-0 lead before conceding three late goals.  

 

BERKELEY VALE 

After a terrible 2016 season which saw them narrowly avoid relegation the Wombats re-grouped in 

2017 under a new coach, the vastly experienced Mark Pratt, and with a strengthened squad. A 

Round 6 win over Killarney raised hopes of a serious challenge however a 3-0 loss to Kincumber two 

rounds later highlighted the inconsistency which was to be a mark of their season. Despite four 

losses in their last five matches (all by one-goal margins) they finished in third place before being 

eliminated, again by a single goal, by The Entrance in the minor semi-final. 
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THE ENTRANCE 

The Entrance have been one of the most consistent performers in the past four 

 BPL competitions renowned for their slow starts and strong finishes. They also  

have proven big match experience, witness their back-to-back grand final wins 

 in 2014 and 2015. So the fact that they only had four wins after Round 11 but  

then won six and drew the other two of their remaining matches to finish fourth 

 on goal difference came as no surprise. After eliminating Berkeley Vale in the  

minor semi they looked set for another grand final appearance only to surrender an early two-goal 

lead in the preliminary final penalty shootout.  

 

AVOCA 

At the end of May it looked like being a typical season for the Sharks hovering around the bottom 

third of the table and battling to avoid the relegation zone. After six matches they had one win, one 

draw, four losses and, critically as it was to prove, they had scored just two goals. Then, in a 

remarkable turnaround, the young enthusiastic side began to fire, led by two of the Coast’s finest ex-

rep players in player-coach Shane Knight, James Monie and eventual BPL Player of the Year Stuart 

Adams. In the remaining 12 matches they were beaten just once, a 2-0 loss to Killarney and finished 

in equal fourth place. Unfortunately the early season goal drought came back to haunt them and 

they missed out in the play-offs on goal difference. 

 

EAST GOSFORD 
Back into the BPL after just one season in Division One the Rams first target was to avoid going 
straight back and this they effectively did accumulating 17 points by the mid-point of the season. 
The team’s performances steadily declined during the remainder of the season with just one win and 
six points in the last nine matches. One individual highlight was the performance of Rob Walton 
whose tally of 20 goals won him the 2017 BPL Golden Boot award. 
 
TOUKLEY-GOROKAN 
The Gunners were the surprise packet of the 2016 season finished third in their return to the 
Premier League but, after a disrupted start that saw a change of coaching staff, they couldn’t repeat 
that performance in 2017 dropping from 34 to 20 points with just five wins compared to 11 in 2016. 
CCF’s decision to add two extra teams to the BPL competition in 2018 meant that the threat of 
relegation didn’t hang over them. 

SOUTHERN & ETTALONG UNITED  
Another young team with lots of potential but, as is often the case, the inability to string consistently 
strong performances together. Up until Round 13 they had won just three matches but as an 
indication of their potential one of them was a 5-3 win over Killarney, one of only two losses by the 
dual premiers in two seasons. By contrast in their Round 15 match against The Entrance they 
squandered a 3-1 lead against 10 men to get beaten, also by 5-3.  
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TERRIGAL 
Another victim of the ‘second season’ syndrome. Having finished fifth in 2016 
and narrowly missing a semi spot Terrigal struggled from the start of the 2017 
season winning just four of their 18 matches, none against top four teams, and  
finishing in second-last position, avoiding relegation only through the changed  
competition format.  
 
KINCUMBER 
In any previous season Kincumber’s record of 14 losses, three draws and just  
one win (3-0 over Berkeley Vale) for just six competition points, would have seen 
 them relegated well before the end of the season. However, the re-structure of  
the competition for 2018 gave the Roos the lifeline of a play-off against the  
third-placed Division One team, Wyoming. They grabbed the opportunity with open arms defeating 
the Tigers 3-0 in the well-attended midweek match and so will remain in the 2018 BPL competition.  
 

Alistair Kennedy, BPL Reporter 
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UMINA EAGLES  

Umina Eagles had a successful season with their 1st Team finishing top of the                                                

table and being crowned League Champions, they then went on to win the                                                                           

SeaFM Women’s Premier League Grand Final 4-1 against Gosford City FC.                                                                         

Umina were strong all season coming up with 17 wins in total out of the 22                                                                            

matches played this season. We are looking forward to what this team brings to                                             

the table for 2018 and beyond. 

GOSFORD CITY FC 

Gosford City finished a close second in Reserve and 1st grade showing they are a force to be 

reckoned with in the top tier of Women’s Football on the Coast. Both teams going on to compete in 

the Grand Final and unfortunately not coming away with the win in either grade. Gosford City’s 

strength goes to show that next season should be another exciting year for the squad and hopefully 

be able to capitalise on their successful season as a squad.  

WOONGARRAH WILDCATS 

Since their introduction into the league in 2008 Woongarrah Wildcats have continued to grow and 

develop not only as a Club but also with their women’s program. The 2017 season saw both their 1st 

and reserve team make it through to the semi finals showing that their squad is strong and 

competing to hold their own in the Premier League Competition.  

KILLARNEY 

Killarney 1st grade ended up finish 4th in the 2017 season and their reserve grade finished strong and 

managed to secure League Champions and then went on to win the Grand Final against Gosford City 

FC. Although the 1st grade side did not finish in the top 3 with the success of their reserve grade 

behind them there have the strength to grow and improve on this year’s performance and 

demonstration hopefully a stronger unit in the 2018 season.  

TERRIGAL  

Terrigal United FC had a less successful season with the 1st team finishing in 5th position and reserve 

grade still making finals contention in 3rd position. This does not showcase the young talent that is in 

the Club and hopefully with more years’ experience and with the girl’s enthusiasm and talent with 

the likes of Women’s Player of the Year Courtney Muir on their side they turn next season around 

with some experience obtain from the 2017 season. 

THE ENTRANCE 

It was a tough season for The Entrance with only winning 6 matches between both grades for 2017, 

the Women’s Premier League is a tough competition and we hope the girls train hard and had a fun 

season and come back stronger in 2018. 
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Umina 1st Grade 

League Champions and 

Grand Final Winners 

Terrigal United FC 

SeaFM Women’s Premier 

League Player of the Year 

Courtney Muir 

Gosford City FC 1st Grade 

Grand Final Runner Ups 
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Around 200 referees, including 56 first years, officiated 4987 matches this season. Over the 2017 

season, our referees awarded 4509 yellow cards, and 491 red cards, overall a reduction from the 

2016 season.  

The support that referees received from Richard Lorenc and Warwick Barwell over the season has 

been instrumental in ensuring that the standard of refereeing improves alongside football on the 

Central Coast. Richard has continued to run our RDP, a program directed at young referees to push 

them through to adult, or elite, football, giving greater match coverage. Richard also led our referee 

meetings, taking responsibility for teaching changes to rules and for improvements to referee 

technique. 

Combined with Richard’s efforts, branch training was reintroduced for all CCF referees. This was led 

by Chris Hughes and Emmi Phillips each week at Pluim Park. Training was intended to improve the 

fitness levels of referees to meet the expectations of players and coaches. These sessions were 

successful in improving the fitness of those who attended, and creating a sense of community 

between referees which is essential for retention. 

Retention of young referees relies on the support they receive from their development officers. This 

season these roles were taken on by Phil McNab, Jeffery Smith, Andrew Dalgairns, Emmi Phillips, and 

Chris Hughes. They worked throughout the season to ensure that all first-year referees were seen 

and encouraged, with positive feedback that most first-year referees would be returning the 

following season. The creation of cadet academies at Killarney, Woongarrah, and Terrigal is also an 

encouraging sign for the future of refereeing on the Coast. 

As well as retention, the education of referees is a key area for the branch. Special mention should 

be given to those completing high level qualifications, which benefit all Central Coast competitions. 

Emmi Phillips, Chris Hughes, and Des Patch all completed their Level 2 Referee qualification in the 

2017 season, with Laura Hockings being only one match off completion. This qualification is 

recognised as being deemed able to officiate all grassroots competitions through to the penultimate 

level of State competitions. Kyle Hockings, Chris Hughes, and Emmi Phillips also completed their 

Level 2 Assessor qualification in the hopes of being able to more effectively coach referees through 

any match. Exceptionally, Chris Hughes attained his Level 1 (Theory) qualification, the highest 

possible in Australia. 

Chris Hughes was also nominated to the National Talent Pool for 2017. This group is where National 

Youth League referees are appointed from, and is a crucial step towards the Hyundai A-League 

panel. Chris is the first CCF referee to be nominated to the NTP, and has been supported by the 

branch to reach this level.  

In 2017 CCF was represented by members at State tournaments. Mikayla Ryan represented CCF at 

Kanga Cup, as well as the U14/16s Girls State Titles tournament. Noah Chaplain officiated at the 

U14s Boys State Titles, and as a result of his performance was nominated by FNSW for the U15 Boys 

States Titles tournament. Both Logan Jones and Reyne Cupples attended the Kanga Cup in Canberra, 

representing our branch to a high standard and receiving positive feedback from assessors. Chris 

Hughes was nominated to attend the CHS Opens State Championships, and was named Referee of 
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the Tournament. Chris Hughes, Noah Chaplain, and Chris Robinson were given the opportunity to 

officiate the Champion of Champions U21s final, where they received high praise for their ability.  

 

Behind the scenes, the CCF administrative team worked to ensure that the refereeing operated as 

smoothly as possibly. Mid-season changes created some disruption which ultimately cumulated with 

the creation of the Referee Council. This Council was elected by referees at the final meeting of the 

season. The successful candidates elected were Mikayla Ryan, Emmi Phillips, Chris Hughes, Des 

Patch, and Greg Harmsworth. The Council has met several times to begin planning for next season 

with the goal of improving recruitment, retention, and education. The first major decision made was 

a switch to a uniform supplied by Legea. The Council is looking forward to working throughout the 

2018 season meet its goals. 

The end of season saw the recognition of four outstanding referees at our annual awards night. The 

main award, Referee of the Year, was presented to Michael Denton. Michael was appointed to the 

BPL 1st Grade grand final as a result of his efforts over the season. Max Lucini was named as the 

junior referee of the year. Max is a dedicated young referee who is part of the RDP, and has 

officiated senior matches throughout the season. The development award is given to a referee who 

has improved the most over the season. Mikayla Ryan won this award after an outstanding season 

that saw her appointed to the SWL Reserve Grade grand final, as well as being accepted into the 

FNSW Referee Academy for 2018. The final award for officiating the most matches this season went 

to Chris Pearce, with involvement in 131 matches! 

The referee branch is looking forward to supporting future development and training in 2018 to 

ensure improvement in officiating standards across all competitions on the Central Coast. 

Emmi Phillips, Referee Committee Chair 
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With the growing need for elite pathways and player 

development CCFA for the 2017 season competed in  

the Football NSW Association Youth League. The  

League consisted of 13’s, 14’s, 15’s and 16’s age  

grades from 10 Associations across the state.  

 

• Blacktown Districts SFA 

• Central Coast Football 

• Football South Coast 

• Gladesville Hornsby FA 

• Macarthur FA 

• Nepean FA 

• Northern Suburbs FA 

• Southern Districts SFA 

• Sutherland Shire FA 

• St George FA 

Central Coast Football Academy – Standings 

POS GRADE P W D L FF F A GD PTS 

3rd 13’s 27 14 5 8 0 81 50 31 47 

5th 14’s 27 12 5 10 0 45 44 1 41 

1st 15’s 27 22 3 2 0 105 27 78 69 

1st 16’s 27 26 1 0 1 123 11 112 79 

The 2017 Season proved to be a successful season for CCFA in conjunction with Soccer5’s in the U13, 

U14, U15 and U16 Association Youth League, with the growing talent on the Central Coast CCF and 

Soccer5’s has identified the need for a senior elite pathway for these players to be able to progress 

through to in the Senior Competition.   

Due to the limitation on the Central Coast Mariners set out by FFA they are unable to sign players 

over the age of 20. Central Coast Football notice this as a problem for our many talent players and 

applied to Football NSW to enter the Football NSW State League Competition for the 2018 season. 

This competition adds on to the youth and is designed for 18’s, 20’s and 1st Grade, Central Coast 

Football was successful in the application and Central Coast United FC has been formed to provide 

local players with a pathway to a higher competitive competition. 

This is an opportunity for the local players on the Coast to showcase their talent around the State. 

We wish Central Coast United FC from the U13’s through to 1st grade all the best for the 2018 

season.
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Competing Teams 

12 Boys Terrigal United Football Club 

13 Boys Terrigal United Football Club 

14 Boys Kanwal Warnervale Rovers Football Club 

15 Boys Avoca Football Club 

16 Boys Killarney District Soccer Club 

18 Men International Football School 

All Age Men Killarney District Soccer Club 

O35 Men Wyoming Football Club 

O45 Men Terrigal United Football Club 

14 Girls Killarney District Soccer Club 

16 Girls Doyalson Wyee Soccer Club 

18 Girls Terrigal United Football Club 

All Age Women Umina United Soccer Club (SWL) 

 

Congratulations to all the teams that represented their Clubs and Central Coast Football at this 

year’s PUMA Champion of Champions. We faced a tough draw with Northern Suburbs Football 

Association first up and then we travelled across the state to face off against Football South Coast 

and Canterbury District Soccer Football Association.  

The Semi Final saw our Clubs compete against Manly Warringah Football Association and Blacktown 

District Soccer Football Association.  Two (2) of our Clubs were victorious and made it to the Grand 

Final held at Valentine Sports Park the Home of Football NSW against the most successful 

Association this year with the most teams to make the grand final in the competition. 

 They proved to be no match for our youth with the 13 Boys Terrigal United coming away with a 1-0 

win over the Southern District Bossley Park side and the 14 Girls victorious over the Southern District 

Bonnyrigg White Eagles FC 1-0. 

“Central Coast Football is very proud of the achievements of Terrigal 13 Boys and Killarney 14 Girls side on 

winning the 2017 PUMA Champion of Champions. It showcases the young upcoming talent we have here on 

the coast in both men’s and women’s football and that Central Coast Football have a bright future ahead of us. 

Congratulations to both teams on a well-deserved victory” CEO Darren Sprod 
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13 Boys - Terrigal United Football Club 

Date Opposition Ground Score 

24/09/2017 Hornsby RSL North Turramurra Recreation Area 4-1 

08/10/2017 Figtree Hooka Creek Park 2 6-2 

15/10/2017 Connells Point Rovers FC Blacktown Football Park 0-1 

22/10/2017 Bossley Park Valentine Sports Park 1 1-0 

14 Girls – Killarney District Soccer Club 

Date Opposition Ground Score 

1/10/2017 Northbridge Valentine Sports Park 2 2-0 

8/10/2017 Fernhill JFC Hooka Creek Park 1 0-0  FT / 8-7 P 

15/10/2017 Wakehurst FC Cromer Park 1 0-1 

22/10/2017 Bonnyrigg FC Valentine Sports Park 1 1-0 
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